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Executive Summary
The Eighth National Research Policy and Strategy
(2012-2016)

The Office of the National Research Council of Thailand has formulated
“The Eighth National Research Policy and Strategy (2012-2016)” as a research implementation
guideline for research agencies and a framework for the analysis of research proposals
submitted by government agencies for annual budget allocation by the cabinet solutions.
This is to ensure that these research proposals are in keeping with the current situations,
the economic sufficiency philosophy, regional research strategies, local needs, and the

directions of the Eleventh National Economic and Social Development Plan (2012-2016).

The National Research Policy (2012-2016), approved by the cabinet on
1 March 2011, places special emphasis on an integrative research policy that comply with
the national development policy and strategy while promoting academic excellence and
achieving a balanced and sustainable national development through participation of all
parties. It accentuates the researches that comply with the National Research Strategy
(2012-2026). Research projects will be prioritized by their significance and necessity to the
course of the national development that is based on the principles of the economic
sufficiency philosophy and on the country’s projected economic, social and environmental
changes and risks. Research budgets are to be allocated to various agencies under
various measures to encourage collaboration between the central and regional research
agencies that will eventually lead to an establishment of research and development
networks, specialized research centers, and joint research personnel development.
The Eighth National Research Strategy (2012-2016) aims to create a unity and efficiency
of research implementation under a systematic and constant monitoring and evaluation
process. It will also provide a policy basis that corresponds with the national research

system reform and the long-term National Research Policy (2010-2029).

The national research vision (2012-2016) is “For Thailand to produce and
utilize high quality researches for a balanced and sustainable national development”
while the national research mission (2012-2016) is “To promote higher research
potential and capability, develop useful knowledge bases, promote application and
development of suitable and extensive body of knowledge, promote education and

expansion of local wisdom for commercial and public utilization, promote
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development of better quality of life through efficient utilization of research

resources and networks with participation from all relevant parties”
The Eighth National Research Policy and Strategy (2012-2016) comprises of:

Research Strategy 1: Development of social development potential and
capability

The objective of this research strategy is to promote the body of knowledge
that will provide a strong basis for national security through social empowerment,
development and advancement of the quality of life and happiness of the Thai people.
The emphasis is on researches related to the development of educational quality,
self-directed learning, culture, health and hygiene, quality of life, welfare for life security,
good governance, social and regional empowerment and protection, promotion of
community potential through community participation as well as promotion of potentials of
youth, the disadvantaged, the disabled and the elderly, and promotion of national security.
This strategy comprises of 10 research strategies with expected total budget of 139,290
million baht (32%). At regional level, this strategy may focus on the research issues,

strategies and planning that requires local research findings.

Research Strategy 2: Development of economic development potential
and capability

The objective of this research strategy is to promote the body of knowledge
that will provide a strong basis for the development of potential and capability for a
balanced and sustainable economic development based on the philosophy of economic
sufficiency. The emphasis is on researches related to the development of efficient
agricultural production that includes value-added creation for agricultural, forest and
fishery products, including researches on the development and management of local
knowledge and wisdom to provide foundations for a sustainable development of
community economy and creative economy. Other focuses are on researches for efficient
development of industrial products and the service industry which includes tourism, energy
development, logistics, information technology and communications. Also taken into
consideration for this research strategy are: Thailand’s competitive edges within the
contexts of national and international changes, relations with neighboring countries, and
development of relevant body of knowledge to support transition into the ASEAN
Economic Communities (AEC) on the basis of sufficiency economy philosophy and
development toward commercial and public utilization of research findings. This strategy
comprises of 8 research strategies with expected total budget of 152,349 million baht
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(35%). At regional level, this strategy may focus on the research issues, strategies and

planning that requires local research findings.

Research Strategy 3: Conservation, promotion, and development of
natural resources and environmental capital

The objective of this research strategy is to promote the body of knowledge
and database for efficient and systematic management and development of the natural
resource and environmental capitals through local and community participation.
The emphasis is on researches related to the management of natural resources and the
environment, biodiversity, conservation and sustainable utilization of natural resources
through people and society participation, development of the body of knowledge on soil
resources, mineral resources, water resources, forest resources, aquatic animal resources
as well as researches on sustainable sharing of resource utilization particularly through
meaningful public participation, researches on post natural/disaster support and
rehabilitation potentials at regional and local levels. This strategy comprises of 4 research
strategies with expected total budget of 34,823 million baht (8%). At regional level,
this strategy may focus on the research issues, strategies and planning that requires local

research findings.

Research Strategy 4: Development of innovation and research personnel
potential and capability

The objective of this research strategy is to promote the country’s
competitive edge and self-reliance through the utilization of science, technology and other
forms of knowledge on a balanced and sustainable basis. The emphasis is on researches
related to the development of the body of knowledge and expansion of national and public
wisdom as well as the promotion of the country’s research potentials. This strategy
comprises of 2 research strategies with expected total budget of 91,409 million baht (21%).
At regional level, this strategy may focus on the research issues, strategies and planning

that requires local research findings.

Research Strategy 5: Reform of the national research system for the
management of knowledge, research findings, innovations, inventions, resources,
and national wisdom towards their commercial and public utilization through suitable
strategies that will make them extensively available to the public and civil society

The objective of this research strategy is to develop the national research
reform systems and mechanisms for unity and efficiency of the country’s knowledge

management. The emphasis is on researches related to the increase of the country’s
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research management efficiency and efficacy. This strategy comprises of 2 research
strategies with expected total budget of 17,411 million baht (4%). At regional level, this
strategy may focus on the research issues, strategies and planning that requires local

research findings.

In prioritizing its target research groupings the Office of the National Research
Council of Thailand has taken into consideration all five of the above research strategies
together with the current crises and essential research/knowledge needed for their
immediate solutions and rapid national development to support Thailand’s participation in
the ASEAN community. NRCT had devided its research focuses into 13 categories
as follows: 1) Application of sufficiency economy, 2) National stability and promotion
of good governance, 3) Educational reform and learning creation, 4) Water resources,
5) Global warming and alternative energy, 6) Sustainable Agriculture, 7) Promotion of
health, disease prevention, treatment and health rehabilitation, 8) Environmental
management and development of natural resources diversity, 9) Innovative and major
industrial technology, 10) Tourism management, 11) The elderly society, 12) Logistic

systems, and 13) Reform of the national research system.

The Eighth National Research Policy and Strategy (2012-2016) will be
implemented to support the national development strategies and will comprise of
5 research strategies and 26 sub-strategies. The expected research budgets to be
provided under the Eighth National Research Policy and Strategy (2012-2016) between
the 2012-2016 fiscal years will total to 435,282 million baht. The budgets will come from
the government, private and local administrative organization sectors as well as other
sources. These budgets will be allocated with consideration to the government budget
limitations and the level of national research preparedness. There will also be emphasis
on efficient use of existing research resources and research networks, reduction of
overlapping research budget allocation, and participation from all parties at all levels.
These measures are designed to promote the country’s research potential and capability,
especially in the expansion and utilization of local wisdom for commercial purpose and the
use of research findings for community, local and public benefits. Increased connectivity
between research findings and commercial investment will be encouraged. Research
monitoring and evaluation mechanism will be established to ensure achievement or
research goals at appointed time. The expected performance indices at the end of the

2016 fiscal year include: an increase in the national research expenditure (in the
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government, private and local sectors) of not less than 1% of the gross national product,
an increase in the ratio of private to government research investment to 1:1, an increase
of the country’s research personnel to 10 researchers per 10,000 population, a 20%
increase in nationally registered patents compared to the 2011 figure, a 30% increase in
the number or papers published in international academic journals and a doubling of the
number of research findings used for community, local and public benefits from the 2011

figure.

Under the National Research Strategy (2012-2016), the research strategies
over the five year period will be selected from the above five research strategies and
prioritized according to the pressing needs of the national development directions. The
Office of the National Research Council of Thailand will act as a central collaborating
agency for the implementation of the national research policy and strategy. It will also act
as a liaising body for budgetary management under the National Research Policy and
Strategy for 2012-2016 fiscal years. Priority will be given to research projects that comply
with the 13 target research groupings and other research projects that are in line with the

research strategies specified in the National Research Policy and Strategy (2012-2016).

The research monitoring and evaluation mechanism established under the
Eighth National Research Policy and Strategy (2012-2016) will ensure high quality
researches based on participation from the government, private and civil sectors as well
as local community. The research focus will be on the expansion of local wisdom to
produce more useful research outcome for economic, social, and public use. It is also
expected that there will be more connectivity between research findings and commercial
undertaking with the ultimate goals of promoting people’s happiness, the country’s

development potential and competitive edge for a balanced and sustainable development.
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